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ROY EASTES WORK UPDATE
G'day Larry,
Thanks for the latest. You might like to mention
in the next issue that a lot of Roy's work on the
Estes can be found at: http://roy.estes-eastes.org
It is of course "not finished" and still a "work in
progress" as Roy was sending me corrections,
changes & additions up until earlier this year.
Bobbi gave a different link for it in her
obituary, but the above one is a more suitable link.
All the best for the new year & I trust Christmas
was a blessed & enjoyable time ...
cheers, David Powell
“LUNATIC FATHER” UPDATE
In the December 2016 issue of Estes
Trails, on pages 5 &6 we had a story taken from
a early day newspaper and failed to give it the
proper citation. Our thanks to Mike Estes,
another Oklahoman, for providing the story and
now the citation. The article was in the Enid
Weekly Wave, Enid, Oklahoma Territory, Vol.
12, no. 7, edition 1, of February 16, 1905.
Enid is in western Oklahoma, wheat
country, “waving wheat”, get it! Oklahoma
was admitted to the Union in November of
1907.

ESTES VIRGINIA
[Editor’s Note: Seeing as how the Southern
Estes family line started in Virginia, it seems
only fitting that there should be a town
named for them and there once was. As with
all stories, you never really know where the
story is going to go. This one led us to yet
another outstanding Estes, Pete Estes, whose
story will follow.] Mary Lou Lou Koch, writes:
Saw in your newsletter about Estes,
Virginia. Estes is part of Rappannock County
and Culpeper County is a stones throw from
there. This is where my mom, Annie Laurie
Estes Clater, was born and she lives there now.
There use to be a post office in the family store
so mail delivery was to Estes, Virginia. But
sadly the store is no longer open and the post
office is now in Castleton. As far as I know
there is still one road sign that points to 'Estes'
and that is located on the edge of Culpeper.
The Estes family goes back many generations
in Culpeper / Rappannock County. We believe
that we are descendants of Thomas Estes who's
parent were John and Mary Marshall Estes.
John & Mary Marshall Estes
Thomas & unknown Estes
Absalom & Gilly Simms Estes
John J. & Heneritta Cannon Estes
Edward Lee & Mida Smith Estes
Edward Cumberland & Mable Blackwell Estes
Isaac M. & Annie Laura Estes Clater

TIME TO RENEW YOUR ESTES TRAILS
If you have not already renewed your
subscription to Estes Trails, please do so now.
We don’t want to lose any of our researchers.
It is still just $10 for the calendar year.

I just wanted to let you know that yes,
'Estes' does exist. It will be interesting to see
who else you hear from about this little whole
in the wall. Hope this help! (See next page.)
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The area that was Estes, VA was on
Hwy 729, a half mile from the Culpepper
County line. The Post Office opened in 1906
with Ed Estes as postmaster in the Estes store. It
is barely standing. The post office was taken
over by Castleton in 1954.
The bridge, not the road, over the
Thornton River in Sperryville as named for Pete
Estes, whose family came out of Old Hallow.
At one time Pete was a County Sheriff and later
served on the County Board of Supervisors.
Pete’s father was named James. Ed Estes was
Mary Koch’s great great grandfather.
I went passed the old “Estes Mill”
recently as I had never seen it. It was in poor
shape now, so I am glad that they pictures of it
when it was in better shape. I am not sure who
owns the property now.
Here are the newspaper articles for Pete
Estes. Pete was my moms third cousin. I
remember only meeting him on time Since
these are newspaper articles, I do not believe
his children would mind if you were to share
them in Estes Trails. - Mary Koch For some photo’s you can try this site.
The address is rather long. Good luck http://www.historicmapworks.com/Map?HB?11
65395/BWPhotos+165188/Estes+Mill,+U26+St
ate+Route+667,+Sperryville,+Pappahanock+Co
unty,+VA/Virginia/
Also try http://www.loc.gov/resource/hhh.va0879.photos
/?sp=1
And then there is, believe it or not http://uglybridges.com/1578921

[For the story of Pete Estes, go to page 11]
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SOME MORE TITLES
FROM BRENT H. HOLCOMB
South Carolina's State Grants, Volume IV:
Grant Books 16 Through 20 1786-1787. Hard
cover, 6 x 9 size, 276 pages. Price is $40.00
plus
The land office re-opened after the Revolution
and the state grants began to be issued in 1784.
These grants (over 2700 of them in this volume)
were for land all over the state, but particularly
in the newly opened areas which were later
Pendleton and Greenville counties.
South Carolina's State Grants, Volume V Grant
Books 21 Through 24, 1786-1787. Hard cover,
6 x 9 size, 242 pages. Price is $40.00 plus.
There are over 2100 grants in this volume.
These volumes are excellent sources for burned
record counties & districts in South Carolina.
Order from Brent H. Holcomb, PO Box 21766,
Columbia, SC 29221. Mailing is $5.00 for the
first book and $1.50 for each additional book to
the same address. See listing of other titles at
www.scmar.com.
DUCK TROUBLE
from Bobbi Estes
Hi Larry, I'm transcribing old newspaper
clippings from the Claiborne Progress, the old
newspaper from Tazewell, Tennessee. In the
clippings from a column called "Our Early
History" written sometime between about 1900
and 1910, I found the following:
"John R. Estes came here before the
county was organized from Virginia. He had a
son John who lived to be an old man. John said
his wife had a lot of ducks that bothered him.
One Sunday she went to visit a neighbor and
left him to keep house. The ducks came up to
the porch to be fed. He said he then
remembered that his wife had a lot of dried
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beans and he went to feeding them. After a
while they went to the spring to get a drink and
then as usual, with a duck, they were ready for
more and they again got all they could eat.
Soon he could see their crops were
swelling and the ducks were getting restless.
After a while he heard one of their crops pop
and then for a quarter of an hour he had a big
fourth of July fireworks and afterwards a big
paddle duck funerals.”
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THE ESTES & ASSOCIATED FAMILIES
by Roberta J Estes
It is known that Ann(e) Woodward
married Robert Estes at Sholden St Nicholas on
2 December 1591. The parish registers of
Sholden St Nicholas (ref: U3/72/1/1) are held at
the Canterbury Cathedral Archives (CCA) and a
copy of the parish register showing this
marriage is attached; an extract is shown below:

Now I have to tell you, I can't help but
thinking how much trouble John R. Estes was
in when his wife came home from whatever she
was doing. And I bet they had duck everything
for the next week. They probably gave a duck
to every neighbor too. Based on the fact that
this story survived at least some 30 or 40 years
later (John died in 1888 at about age 100), if not
longer, it was clearly talked about in the
community too. I'm sure everyone except
John's wife had a good laugh at his expense.
And she was probably hopping mad. Very cute
Bobbi, I'm sure everyone will enjoy this story.
Thanks!

Marriage registers at this date give very
little information, but it is likely that Ann was
baptised in this or a neighbouring parish. Before
searching through the registers for Ann’s
baptism, other records were checked in the hope
that more information about her would be
forthcoming:

INTERESTING WEB SITE

Sadly the marriage licence index did not
include any reference to Robert and Ann,
despite checking all variants of the name. There
were two Estey references, which have been
included in the appendices in the hope that they
will tie in with the family line at some future
date.

Here is an interesting web site that
might be of interest to researchers.
A collection of 170,000 Depression Era
photographs from Yale University. A name
search turned up 35 connections to an Estes
name. http://photogrammar.yale.edu/ This site
has 170,000 photo’s from 1935 to 1945 created
by the US Farm Security Administration and
Office of War Information.
If you run across interesting or helpful web
sites, please remember to share them with us.

Firstly, the index to Canterbury Diocese
marriage licences, 1568 – 1618 was searched. If
a marriage took place by licence rather than by
banns, the marriage licence documents include
a great deal of information, including ages,
occupations, and sometimes the fathers’ names.

Ann was buried on 18 May 1630 at
Ringwould St Nicholas, as the extract from the
parish register (ref: U3/104/1/1) below shows:
It does appear that Ann Estes left a will
and an inventory. The will of Ann Esties of
Ringwould was made in 1630 and proved the
same year in the Consistory (Bishop’s) Court.
This will is held at CCA on microfilm (ref:
PRC32/49/133b). A copy of this will is
enclosed and an extract given below:
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Anne Esties of Ringwould, widow
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shall have need of it, returning it to Sylvester
afterwards

Will dated 21 April 1630
Sick in body but of sound mind
My body to the buried in the churchyard at
Ringwould
To Sylvester Esties my eldest son – all my corn,
goods and chattels and household stuff
excepting the following:
To Robert Esties my second son – the sum of
£15, that is £5 within half a year of my death,
£5 the year after, and £5 the year after that.
Also to Robert – my best chest
To Thomas my third son – the sum of £5 to be
paid within three and a half years after my
death. Also to Thomas – a chest
To John Esties my fourth son – the sum of £5 to
be paid within four and a half years. Also to
John – a chest
To my daughter Alice – my black heifer
To my daughter Susan – my feather bed and
bolster with a new blanket. Also to Susan – my
[great] brass pot, a pair of sheets and a pewter
dish and £3 to be paid her within four years of
my decease. If she marries before then, then she
should receive this on her day of marriage
To Anne Esties the daughter of my son Sylvester
– my best ewe with her lamb
To Martha the daughter of my deceased son
Mathew Esties – a ewe and a lamb to be paid
her when she is 20 years old
To Mary the daughter of my daughter Alice – a
ewe and a lamb
My will is that all my christening linen be kept
in the hands of my son Sylvester Esties for the
use of all my children whensoever any of them

Executor – my son Sylvester, requiring him to
take a Christian and brotherly care of all my
children, and to pay all the legacies in my will
Signed by mark
Witnesses: Anthonie Bold (his mark), John
Brett (his mark), Walter Done (his mark),
Nicholas Done (his mark)
Will proved 9 June 1630
This will clearly shows how one’s
wealth and fortune was determined by one’s
position in the family, the eldest son received
the most whilst the youngest was often left with
very little.
We are extremely fortunate that Anne
left not only a very comprehensive will, but that
an inventory of her belongings has also
survived. This document is also held within the
Consistory Court records (ref: PRC28/16/119).
As the enclosed copy shows, it is dated 26 May
1630, just over a week after Anne was buried. A
transcript is given below:
An inventory of all the moveable goods
and chattels of Anne Esties of the parish of
Ringwould deceased, widow, which were hers
at the time of her death, made and apprised by
Anthonie Boulde, John Brett and John Paine of
the same parish yeoman 26 of May 1630.
Imprimis her purse, her girdle and her wearing
apparel £2. 0s
In the parlour
Item: two featherbeds and two bedsteads £3. 0s
Item: two coverlets & 5 bolsters, 3 blankets and
1 pillow £2. 2s
Item: three pairs of sheets, 2 pillowcoats, 1 fine
sheet
1 tablecloth & 4 napkins £2. 6s
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Item: 4 chests, one table, one cupboard & one
form £1. 0s
Item: her christening linen £0. 10s. 6d
In the kitchen
Item: 3 brass pots, 2 kettles, 1 stupnet
(saucepan),
1 chafing dish, 1 scummer, 5 pewter dishes, 1
pewter pot,
1 salt, and 1 saucer £2. 0s
Item: 3 cows, 1 two yearing bullock, and 2
twelvemonthing bullocks £11. 0s
Item: 28 sheep £10. 0s
Item: 11 lambs £1. 10s
Item: 2 young hogs £0. 10s
Item: all for lumber besides £0. 2s
Sum total £36. 0s
This shows what few possessions people
had compared to today; Anne was no doubt
quite wealthy compared to many people in the
parish, but her most valuable items by far were
her animals.
Although the will and inventory are
fascinating, unfortunately they shed no light on
her origins. Therefore the next step was to
search the parish registers of Sholden for her
baptism. Anne was probably aged between 15
and 30 at her marriage, so the registers were
searched from 1561 to 1576. The Bishop’s
Transcripts were used (ref: DCa/BT/172) and
the following was found:
1571/2 In ye 3 day of January was John
Woodwar christened
1571/2 In the 13 day of February was John
Woodwar buried
Her most valuable items by far were her
animals. Although the will and inventory are
fascinating, unfortunately they shed no light on
her origins. Therefore the next step was to
search the parish registers of Sholden for her
baptism. Anne was probably aged between 15
and 30 at her marriage, so the registers were
searched from 1561 to 1576. The Bishop’s
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Transcripts were used (ref: DCa/BT/172) and
the following was found:
1571/2 In ye 3 day of January was John
Woodwar christened
1571/2 In the 13 day of February was John
Woodwar buried
These Bishop’s Transcripts have some
gaps, (1561/2; 1567/8; 1569/70; 1576/77) and
unfortunately the second series of BTs has not
survived for this early date. The parish register
is also no use in this case, as the baptismal
register does not commence until 1591, the year
that Anne and Robert were married.
If Anne’s baptism did take place in
Sholden, then unfortunately the record has not
survived. However, it seems likely that the
family lived in another parish, as only one
member of the Woodwar(d) family has been
found in the registers.
The following parishes surrounding
Sholden were checked for Anne’s baptism,
c.1561 - 1576:
Worth
Parish registers have not survived prior
to 1726. The BTs (ref: DCb/BT1/267)
commence in 1564, but are missing for the
years 1571/2 – 1575/6. No Woodward (or
variant) baptisms were found.
Ham
The BTs (ref: DCa/BT/85) start in 1563,
but 1564/5 – 1577/8 are missing. Evidently
Ham was not a busy parish, as the first page
(undated, but probably 1563) states that there
had been no christenings, burials or marriages
in the parish in the last twelve months!
The parish registers (ref: U3/102/1/1) date from
1552. There are only five baptisms listed
between 1552 and 1570, and these are all
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members of the Tucker family. No Woodward
baptisms were listed.
Eastry
The Eastry BTs (ref: DCb/BT1/81)
commence in 1564. The years 1571/2 and
1573/4 – 1575/6 are missing. In 1568 a
Woodward christening was found:
1568
Mary Woodwarde the daughter of John
Woodwarde chrystened 12 of awguste
Could this be a sister of Anne? Poor Mary did
not live for long, as her burial took place in the
parish the same year:
1568
Mary Woodwarde the daughter of John
Woodward buryed the 10 of September
The Eastry St Mary parish registers
commence in 1559 (ref: U3/275/1/A1), these
were also checked. Unfortunately they are
showing their age and are quite illegible in
places. No other Woodward references could be
found.
Northbourne
The parish registers of Northbourne do
not commence until 1576, but the Northbourne
BTs (ref: DCa/BT/136) start from 1563. The
years 1565/6 and 1567/8 are missing.
In 1571 the following entry was found:
Ann the daughter of Mathew Woodrow was
christened the 1 day of May Anno Domini 1571
At this time Woodward was commonly
written as Woodwar, Woodruff, Woodrow and
other variant spellings, so this could be the
baptism we seek. A copy of the entry is
enclosed.
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The burial registers were checked from
1571 to 1576, but Ann Woodrow appears to
have survived infancy, as no reference to her
was found.
In Ann Estes’ will, she mentioned her
deceased son Matthew. Previous research has
established that Matthew was married to
Margaret and had two children. They lived in
the parish of Deal St Leonards before Matthew
died in 1621; he was buried at Deal St Leonards
on 4 June 1621.
The inventories of both Matthew Estes
and his wife Margaret have survived and are
available at Canterbury Cathedral Archives.
The inventory of Matthew Estes’ property (ref:
PRC28/11/181) was taken on 26 June 1621. As
the enclosed copy shows, Matthew appears to
have made his living from the sea, judging by
the fact that he had shares in two boats and had
a quantity of herring and sprat nets. He also had
half an acre of hemp growing at the time of his
death, and 11 sheep and 4 lambs.
Sadly Matthew’s wife Margaret did not
survive him for long; her inventory (ref:
PRC28/11/193) was dated 22 November 1622.
Her goods were valued at £13 in all, as the
enclosed copy shows.
The East Kent probate index also
includes the will of a Sylvester Estes of Upper
Hardres, made and proved in 1692. This could
not be Ann’s son, as he is known to have died
many years prior to this. However, the unusual
name indicates that he must be related and so
this will, which was proved in the
Archdeaconry Court of Canterbury, was
checked (ref: PRC17/78/175b). The testator
appears not to have married and had children,
as he mentions only his sisters and brother in
the will. A copy is attached and an extract is
given below:
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Sylvester Estes of Great Hardres, yeoman
Sick and weak in body but of sound mind

their names being spelled differently, no more
information was forthcoming:

After my debts and funeral expenses are paid, I
give the following:

1625
Silvester Easty and Hellen Martine were
married November 24

To my sister Susan Eastes of Great Hardres,
spinster - £140, over and above what I now owe
her, to be paid within a year after my death
If my sister Susan should die before this time,
then I give £40 from this legacy to my dear
sister Elizabeth, wife of George Pettet of
Coldred, yeoman, to be divided equally between
her children
The rest of my estate to my dear and loving
brother Robert Eastes of Canterbury, maltster
Sole executor – my dear brother Robert Eastes
Will dated 6 January 1692
Sylvester Eastes his mark
Witnesses: Edward Bullock; Edw: Gyles
Will proved 16 January 1692
Ellen Martin
The next step was to try and find more
details of Ellen Martin, who married Sylvester
Estes on 24 November 1625 at Ringwould St
Nicholas. She is reported to have been from
Great Hardres, but to date no evidence for this
has been forthcoming, nor has her baptism been
found. She was probably born between 1595
and 1610.
The marriage register of Ringwould
(ref: U3/104/1/1) was searched first, but as the
extract below shows only the barest of details
are given
The BTs of Ringwould (ref:
DCa/BT/150) were also checked to see if they
gave any more information. Sadly, apart from

Sometimes the BTs can include entries
that have been missed from the parish registers,
so the BT of Ringwould was checked from
1595 to 1610 to see if any reference to Ellen’s
baptism could be found.
In 1600 the baptism of a Nicholas
Martin, son of Thomas, was baptised:
Nicolas Martin: S of Thomas Julie 20 1600
Sylvester and Ellen named their third
son Thomas; it was common for the first son to
be named after his paternal grandfather, the
second after the child’s father, and the third
after the maternal grandfather, so this entry
could be significant.
On 25 August 1605 the baptism of
Helen Martin, daughter of Thomas, was
eventually found:
1605
Helen Martin daught of Thomas Aug 25
Each page of the BTs were signed as a
true copy of the register by the Rector and also
by the churchwardens and sidesmen. Helen’s
father was a sidesman (an assistant to the
churchwarden) in 1611/12 and 1620/21; he was
unable to sign his name but has made his mark
on each page.
A search through the next few years of
these records showed that Silvester Eastes was
churchwarden of Ringwould in 1631/2. He was
unable to sign his name but marked the register
with a cross, as the enclosed copy shows.
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The parish chest records of Ringwould
were checked, but sadly there are no other
records of the churchwardens from this date; the
account books do not commence until 1680.
This completes my current searches into the
Estes family.
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Absolutely Worst Years in History, by Derek
Wilson (a British work). The “Useless” book
was very useful and entertaining.
“Catastrophes” was pretty close to its title. It
was one man’s opinion; he had 1968 as one of
the years. I lived thru that year and it was not
that bad!

WHAT I’VE BEEN READING
In the last issue, December 2015, I
mentioned a book I had just received, called,
Kent At War, and then heard from several
people about books and what I had been
reading. I have mentioned some of my reading
before and it generally brings up issues, ideas
and more information. As our older readers will
remember, our founder, Mary Estes Beckham,
always had a few book reviews in her issues.
She had struck a deal with a publishing
company to receive free books in exchange for
publishing book reviews in Estes Trails.
Well, while I no want to review books in
general, I thought I might trying mentioning
what I have been reading of late. It seems folks
are interested, so we will give it a try. I read a
lot! My interests are quite varied. Mostly I
read history, primarily American history and
mostly Civil War but also late English history. I
also take bends of reading science; usually
astronomy or natural history (evolution of life).
I tend to be very loyal to authors I like. I have
read everything written by Carl Sagan, Stephen
Hawking, Stephen J Gould and Stephen
Ambrose. That’s odd in itself! I have read
most of Doris Kerns Goodwin and will continue
with her.
So, here is most of what I have been
reading since Christmas; several of these were
given to me by the family as gifts but normally
they just give me gift cards to Barnes & Noble!
On the “lite” and gift side were; The Book of
Totally Useless Information, by Don Voorhees
(I am also a trivia buff naturally) and
Calamities & Catastrophes; The Ten

Now, on the better and more serious
side was Doris Kerns Goodwin’s book on
Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt, No Ordinary
Time: Franklin & Eleanor, The Home Front
in World War II, 2014. (713 pages) I learned
a lot from this work and it is very well written.
It turns out Eleanor was a lot more influential
than I knew. She has not been given the credit
she is due. While I know a lot about WWII
history I have not paid enough attention to what
it took on the home front to insure victory.
This spun me off on more WWII history
when I ran across a work of John Toland in a
second-hand book store. Toland was a very
well know historian in the 60's and 70's with
books; The Rising Sun; The Last 100 Days and
Infamy, all about the war. The book I found
and had not read before (that I remember) was
a biography; Adolf Hitler. 1976 (1009 pages).
To most of the world he was an insane madman
but yet millions of people in Germany followed
him as if he were a god. It seems we never
learn! Very well written and tons of fine
details and side stories. Last but not least is a
book that it turns out has an Estes mentioned.
AN ESTES AND WYATT EARP
We, of a certain age, remember the old
Wyatt Earp TV show and I think we all knew it
was just fantasy. Over the years I have read
several books about Tombstone (and have been
there) and about the Earp family. Most people
are divided between two camps; either they
believe the TV version or think of the Earp’s as
just some more well know outlaws. The truth
lies in the middle naturally. Wyatt Earp
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planned on writing his autobiography or at least
helping with an authorized biography. As
happens too often, Wyatt’s decision to tell his
story to Stuart Lake came too late and Lake had
to make up a lot of it and use old newspaper
clippings to publish his Wyatt Earp, Frontier
Marshall, 1931. This set the stage for many of
the biographies to follow. I have found that old
newspaper articles are full of mistakes and
sometimes stories are just made up out of whole
cloth.
The book I have just finished reading is
John Richard Stephens’, Wyatt Earp Speaks,
2015, (329 pages) The author has used court
hearing records and newspaper articles but has
gone to a lot of trouble to do his best in proving
this newspaper articles. He tells the story but
has cut out most of the hype. It turns out many
of the articles written about the Earp brothers
were just second and third hand stories.
The famous Gun-Fight at the O.K.
Corral took place on October 26, 1881. It did
not take place at the O.K. Corral but in a vacant
lot next door belonging to the Fly’s
Photography business and rooming house. As
we all know, the Earp’s and Doc Holliday won
the day and killed Tom & Frank McLaury and
Billy Clanton. Two days later there was a
Coroner’s Inquest which lasted over two weeks.
The Earp’s were officially cleared of wrong
doing. It was during this hearing that the name
Estes came up. On November 16th Wyatt took
the stand and began to tell what happened and
why the shoot-out came to be.
The McLaury’s and Clanton’s were
members of a gang of rustlers known as the
Cow Boys. The Earps believed they had stolen
some Army mules. Wyatt said while searching
for the mules, “,,, I met a man by the name of
Dave Estes (one transcript has it spelled Estis).
He told me I would find the mules at
McLowry’s ranch. He had seen them there the
day before; he said they were branding the
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mules with D S, changing the U to a D.”
That is all the mention there is but who
could this Estes be living near Tombstone,
probably in the town of Charleston which was a
few miles away? Are there any researchers
who can trace their line to Arizona Territory in
the 1880's?
This is not the only Estes associated
with famous figures from the American West.
We were give two stories in the December
1996 issue of ET by a John W. White, a local
historian in Durango, Colorado. One told of a
James Estes and his lost gold mine and this
same James Estes, who was from Missouri,
also told of his connection to and meeting with
Jesse James and the possibility of lost stolen
gold! See “Lost Estes Gold Mine Found?”, by
John W. White and “Jesse James’ Hidden
Treasure”, by John W. White. There is also the
chart of John White, and his line of
Harris/Dewitt Clinton Estes. This is also the
Joel Estes of Estes Park line.
[Editor’s Note: I am sorry to take up so
much space on this subject and in the future
will not need to provide so much
background. Also, we are running out of
articles and need more. If you are interested
in more on Wyatt Earp try, Andrew C.
Isenberg’s, Wyatt Earp, A Vigilante Life,
2013]
NEW CD COLLECTION AVAILABLE
We are now offering a collection of Estes
Trails including the years 2007 thru 2013.
This is in addition to our two other
collections, 1981 - 1994 (the original ET’s)
and the issues for 1995 thru 2006. Each
collection is $15. Each collection covers
about 400 pages of research, articles and
charts. Each comes with a title index and
the Ancestry of the American Estes by Niel
Gunson, from 1992.
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MAKING CONNECTIONS
While genealogy is defined as the art or
science of tracing ones linage, it is so much
more. It is the study of history, it is biography
of our ancestors, it encompasses geography and
today it can have a lot to do with the science of
DNA. But it is also simply about making
connections. While we connect father to
grandfather to great grandfather and on and on,
we can make connections to cousins, both lost
and unknown. The human connections we
make are also so important. This is what binds
us together as a family.
In the Estes family it appears that we are
all truly one single line stretching back to the
little villages around Deal in Kent; back to the
1400’s and before. And I think it is this that
makes Estes family genealogy so interesting to
so many of us. I can be interested in your line
because at some point we do connect.
Generally, if you find an Estes who
knows who their great grandfather was, then
they are interested in genealogy. I believe it is
literally in our genes!
On a recent weekend I received a phone
call from Mary Arlene Estes Jost. Her
granddaughter Sarah McCarthy facilitated the
call. Mrs. Jost is an ET subscriber and shares
her issue with her family. They are within the
family line so expertly handled by cousin
Stewart Estes. Our connection is that my
grandmother, Anna B Estes Duke and Mrs.
Jost’s father, Arles Franklin Estes were first
cousins. Arles’ father, John Franklin Estes was
my grandmothers brother. It felt so good to
once more talk to someone only one generation
away from my grandmother.
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The call wasn’t about trying to find out
more information; I think she too only wanted
to make that human connection. Thanks for the
phone call Mrs. Jost. It brought back many
memories. My grandmother has been gone
since April of 1977 but I still miss her so much
and often think of her. To learn more about
Stew’s line and John Franklin Estes you can
look at ET, June 2009 – The 118 Grandchildren
of Thomas Estes; ET December 2005 – Clyde
Cemetery, Walla Walla, Co. Wa & Family
Chart of John Franklin Estes; and part of
Stewart’s grand work, ET, December 2006,
Pilgrims to Pioneers – The Ancestry of John
Franklin Estes.
Now, back to Anna B and John
Franklin. My grandmother was the baby of a
big family and John Franklin was the eldest
son. They supposedly only saw each other
once.
The story so often told in my family and
in Stew’s is that one day the father, James
Madison Estes, told John Franklin to bring in
some wood and for some reason, he did not
want to. Father said he would whip him if he
did not bring in the wood and so John simply
walked away and out of the family’s life for
many years. He next appeared traveling with
his wife and family from Florida on their way
to Arizona. In Arizona John became successful
hauling trash and in other businesses. Over the
years he helped several of his kinfolks as they
crossed the country looking for a better life, so
whatever the feud might have been it had been
patched up.
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CHARLES K “PETE” ESTES
RAPPAHANNOCK COUNTY VIRGINIA
Petes Estes was a moving force in
Rappahannock County, VA for over 50 years.
Over the course of his life, he worked and
served in many capacities His particular line of
the Estes family had lived there for many
generations. Pete could trace is Estes ancestors
back to the Yates - Estes connection and was
proud of both lines.
He was born on April 12, 1934 as the
only child of Charles Henry Estes and
Dorothy Gore Estes. He died on April 1, 2006.
Except for his years of military service he lived
his full life in Rappahannock County.
In his eulogy, the Rev. Jennings Hobson
remembered Estes as a man you like a certain
kind of apple in his cider and that he ‘genuinely
cared about this community, the people here and
the future.” Another recalled that Estes had
taught him what a Southern gentleman was all
about. He had a sign that read,” The boss isn’t
always right, but he’s the boss.”
The local newspaper described Estes “Pete Estes, was devoted to caring for the
public. He served ten years as County Sheriff
as well as serving on the Board of Zoning
Appeals, Planning Commission and the Water
and Sewer authority. Estes served as Chairman
of the Rappahannock Board of Supervisors for
over 25 years and during that time kept a tight
fist on development with strict zoning
ordinances.” His great-grandfather,
Christopher Columbus Estes served in the
Confederate Calvary and died at the battle of
Cedarville.
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The Rappahannock News of April 13,
2006 had this to report of Pete Estes “The Rappahannock Historical Society would
like to acknowledge the many contributions of
Charles K. “Pete” Estes to the preservation of
the history of Rappahannock County. Mr.
Estes was always enthusiastic about our local
history and was a charter member of the
Historical Society. He served on the Board of
Directors of the Society even thought his health
made it almost impossible for him to attend the
meetings.”
[Editors Note - I’ll bet it would have been a
very great pleasure to have known Pete
Estes. We appreciate his story being shared
with the rest of the Estes family.]
DROPPING READERSHIP OR RESEARCH?
Many of us “old hands” bemoan the
lack of interest many researchers now show in
family genealogy. It seems that today most
people are only interesting in finding names to
hang on their particular family tree. The
interest in the Estes family as a whole seems to
be dropping.
As the publisher of Estes Trails these
thoughts are never far from my mind. A few
nights ago I was reading my March issue of the
Kent Family History Society Journal and came
across a report of the membership secretary. It
seems I am not the only person worried about
the drop in readership. The KFHS Journal
reported that their membership now stands at
only 2,488. “Six or so years ago” the number
was over 4,000!” That’s a 48% drop! Ouch!
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A quick look at my records shows that
since 14 years ago, we have dropped 66% and
over the last six years, 29%. In 1993, Mary
Estes Beckham, carried just over 200
memberships. Of course, Mary was mailing to
every relative she had and to a dozen publishing
houses. She needed 200 in order to use Bulk
Mail rates. By 1996 the number of actual
subscribers stood at only 103 but soon rose to
130. By 2005 the numbers began to fall.
It may be of some consolation to know
that other genealogy publications are also
experiencing a drop in readership but it is still a
sad consolation. Estes Trails is the longest
running single family genealogy newsletter in
America. We want it to continue for a long
time. Please encourage other researchers you
run across to subscribe and interact with Estes
Trails. We are all part of an outstanding family
with a great history to share and understand.
Let’s make sure it is shared for years to come!
INQUIRIES
From: Cindy – cindyshioleno@hotmail.com
Dear Larry, I am new to tracing roots so I want
to tell you what I have found if you don't mind:
Starting with my grandmother and working
backwards.
Ora McNair Pettigrew, of Edgewood, TX was
my grandmother
Her mother was Sara Ann Estes, b. 1851
Dekalb, GA was married to John Thomas
McNair Jan. 5, 1873 in Leake, Mississippi and
then came to Edgewood.

Her mother - Sarah Ann Reeves married Ruben
Estes, b. circa 1828. He served in the Civil
War and died Nov. 20, 1911 in Leake,
Mississippi.
Then I found Ruben's mom and dad, Celia
Rice, b. 1805 in SC, married to Ausbon Estes,
b.1807 in Greenville, S. C. and died in Newton
/ Gwinnet County, GA. They married in 1828.
Ausbon Estes’ mother was Charlotte Scott and
his father was Joel Dodson Estes, b. circa 1778
Greenville, S C and died 1869, Columbia, GA.
I then have Joel's parents as Anna Dodson +
Obadiah Estes, b. circa 1763, VA.
After that I ran into a dead end. Do you know
anyone who can help with this branch? I read
the copy of Estes Trails you sent, but that
Ruben is too old to be my Ruben, I think.
Thanks for sending a copy of Estes Trails. It is
very interesting and lots of people have been
hard at work researching.
Cindy
[Editor’s Note: For a possible chart on this
family, see page 15. Please help if you can!]
---- ---- ---- ----- ----- ------ ----- ----- ---Help with William Frost of Anderson
County Texas
From: Kenny – kcom1@kedasolutions.com
Denise Kruger (familypastdomain@gmail.com)
suggested that I contact you. You might be
interested in some information that I have and
you might be able to point me in the direction
of information that I am looking for.
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We bought property in Anderson County, Texas
in what is referred to as the William Frost
survey. I decided to learn more about William
Frost and his family and how the land we have
was handed down through the various owners.
Much of the things posted on line were
disappointing because many had obvious
mistakes or errors that could be identified by
viewing court documents in Anderson County.
Joseph Frost was born in 1837 and his brother
Samuel was born in 1836. Their parents were
William Frost and Nancy Jordan Frost. William
and Nancy moved to Texas around 1833 with
the Parker wagon train along with the Jordan
family.
Daniel Parker led the group and established the
first Baptist church in Texas and it was his
niece, Cynthia Ann Parker who was kidnapped
and became the mother of Quanah Parker, the
last Comanche Chief. (Cynthia Ann's
kidnapping led to the John Wayne movie "The
Searchers.) William's father and brother
(Samuel and Robert Frost) were killed in the
massacre where she was kidnapped at Fort
Parker in what is now Limestone County.
[Editor’s Note: I can highly recommend,
Empire of the Summer Moon, by S. C.
Gwynne, 2010, a recent book club favorite,
for those interested in the Quanah Parker
story and a little bit about his mother and
family.]
William was granted a league of land (over
4,000 acres) in 1835. He died in 1841. He was
the last man to be killed by Indians in Anderson
County, Texas.
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It looks like Nancy died around 1851. She was
listed in her mother's household in the 1850
census along with Samuel and Joseph. Nancy
died and her two sons were assigned guardians
until they turned 21. I haven't determined
exactly what happened to Samuel Jr. but, it
look like he went to California. Joseph married
and remained in Texas where he shows up on
the 1880 Ellis County Census.
I have copies of the Mexican Land grant and
court documents showing the relationships of
William as married to Nancy and them being
the parents of Samuel and Joseph. I am in the
process of transcribing them now. I would be
happy to share copies of any of these
documents with people who would like them.
I am trying to find more information on
William Frost's father, Samuel Frost. I would
be interested in hearing from anyone who
might have information on Samuel Frost, his
wife(s), and their ancestors.
I have a few files that contain information you
might find interesting. I have many more court
documents about William and Nancy Jordan
Frost and their two sons Samuel and Joseph. I
can send them also if you are interested.
Here are the files:
- 1830 Jefferson Illinois Census: Shows
Absolom Estes and Joseph Jordan
- 1846 Anderson County Tax Role (page 7):
shows Elizabeth Jordan and the Agent for
Nancy Frost (Elizabeth Jordan's Daughter)
- 005788651_01755: 1856 Court Document of
Joseph Frost (William and Nancy's son)
mentioning Nancy Frost and Elizabeth Jordan
- 005788652_00007: 1857 Court Document
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stating that Samuel and Joseph Frost are
children of William and Nancy Frost.
- Mexican Land Grant to William Frost 1835:
original land grant to William Frost in 1835 in
what is now Anderson County, Texas
- Area Layout: Shows County Outlines; William
Frost Land Grant; Fort Parker, Fort Houston,
and Fort Brown.
Note: The current counties were different
around the Frost timelines (Anderson County
was created from Houston County in 1846)
Theory: This is my theory of the relationships. I
have not put all of the documentation together
to prove it but I think it may be accurate. I have
found some family trees on line that indicate
that Samuel Frost might have been married
twice which would explain William's and
Robert's ages being quite a bit older than the
rest of the children. It is difficult to sort that out
since it seems many people posted things but
did not check them thoroughly. For example,
several sites show Samuel Frost with a first wife
but there is an apparent problem when the wife's
birth is only two years before her supposed first
child is born. I hope this helps someone in their
research.
Kenny
[Editor’s Note: For a chart on this family, see
page 16. Please help if you can.]
REPEAT INQUIRY
We still need help on these!!!
Tom Estes, tgestes1307@att.net
Cleveland Clifton Estes b ca 1786, married ca
1805. His wife is unknown. They had around 7
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or more children. He appears on 1820 and
1830 Greenville Co., SC Census . Also on
1840 and 1850 Anderson Co SC Census.
Only children I know of is as follows:
Cleveland Estes, b. 1806 Greenville Co SC ,
married in 1832 to Sarah Elizabeth Stone, b.
1807, Grenville Co., SC
Elizabeth Estes, b. 1813 Greenville Co SC, died
ca 1880 of after. Was married to an unknown
Addison. A Frances E Addison b 1837
Anderson Co., SC was later married in 1853 to
Jonthan Newton Henderson.
I need to know who Cleveland Clifton’s father
and mother were [Birth date and death date]
and where they are buried. Also any other
children that he had. All the help would be
greatly appreciated.
Also:
Lucy Cornlia Estes b 3-4-1874 is the daughter
of Joel Henry Estes 1842-1923 and Joel first
wife Martha Ann Mann 1843 - 1879. Both are
burial at Estes/Hall private cemetery in
Haywood Co Tn. Lucy married Paul Kefauer [
b 8-18-1863] in 1896.
Paul could be the brother to Robert C Kefauer
{b 1873 -1948] The parent of Robert is John
Peter Kefauer and Vera Nancy Rieves. Robert
C and Phredonia were married 1-14-1897.
David Powell has Lucy as daughter of Joel
Henry Estes and Martha Ann Mann
I hope this help somebody in their research
Tom
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FAMILY RECORDS ON JOHN ESTES
From the late Mrs. Lee Henderson, of Poplar
Bluff, MO. Mrs. Henderson was one of ET’s
original researchers and helped many people.
John ESTES was on the tax list of Wilson County,
Tennessee as early as 1804, having 111 acres on
Smith Fork. In 1806 he had 101 acres on Smith's
Fork. Living near him were Moses ESTES and
Absalom ESTES. In Smith County adjoining Wilson
County, lived a William ESTES. Moses, Absalom
and William were brothers. Moses died in Wilson
County in 1815, leaving 6 orphans. Absalom with his
wife Sarah (CAMPBELL) ESTES and son James
removed to Southern Illinois about 1810 near the
"Saline Licks". He died in Jefferson County, IL in,
1837. William died in Smith County Tennessee in
1815, leaving his widow, Elizabeth (Whiteside)
ESTES and several children. A John ESTES was
named administrator of Moses and William's estate. I
cannot prove who this John ESTES was. Their father
lived in Warren County, Kentucky and died in 1825.
John ESTES entered the War of 1812 on 23
December 1813, and is stated on muster roll to 8
February 1814 to be wounded and absent. John
ESTES, a private in the Regiment of the Mounted
Infantry commanded by Colonel William G. Higgins
under the command of Major General Andrew
JACKSON was in a battle with the Creek Indians in
the Creek Nation; and on the morning of. the 22nd
day of January, 1814, was severely wounded, being
shot through the hips, injuring his intestines. On the
24th of September 1818, Doc tor's Boyd MCNAIRY
and John SHELBY examined him and stated he
received a gunshot wound in the joint of his hip and
that the ball was extracted on the opposite side and in
their opinion John ESTES is totally incapacitated to
obtain his subsistence by manual labor. He had to be

March 2016

re-examined and the Treasury Department,
furnished a certification at what time John ESTES
entered and left the Service of the United States and
whether it appeared from the accounts of the
paymaster Alpha KINGSLEY that the party was
wounded while in service on 28 September, 1821.
He was re-examined by the same two doctors in
Nashville, Tennessee.
On 15 April 1822, a James ESTES was contacted in
Nashville, Tennessee. He stated that John ESTES
had contacted him and that the settlement of his
pension claim was relative to where the said John
ESTES intended to "live or reside and when this
information was received from the war department,
a certificate of pension was to be sent to him (James
ESTES) to his care for him." James ESTES stated
that John ESTES was raised in District of West
Tennessee. James ESTES also stated he was with
John ESTES in the battle with the hostile Creek
Indians on the 22nd of January 1814 and that the
said John ESTES on that day in the battle received a
gun shot wound in the joint of his hip and that the
ball was extracted on the opposite side and that he
believes the said John ESTES is unable to do
manual labor. John HAYS was also produced and
sworn, that when the said John ESTES returned
home his wound was not well and that he believes
he is severely injured by said wound. The said John
ESTES now lives in Illinois Territory.
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 25th August
1817 John McNairy, District Judge
Witnessed by James ESTES & John HAYS
Deed Book F page 163 Wilson County, Tennessee,
John ESTES sold 114 acres on Waters of Smith's
Fork to John DILL, 1 December 1815.
Deed Book F page 146 Wilson County, TN, John
ESTES sold 50 acres on waters of Smith's Fork to
John ORAND. 20 November 1815.
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RATES EXPLAINED
The annual subscription rate is $10.00 and is good for the
calendar year, regardless of the time one subscribes. Issues are
published the third week of March, June, September and the last week
of December. Everyone is reminded to renew their subscription in the
December issue. Please make checks payable to Larry Duke.
BACK ISSUES AVAILABLE ON CD!
NEW COLLECTION AVAILABLE
We are now offering a collection of Estes Trails including the
years 2007 thru 2013. Each collection covers about 400 pages of
research, articles and charts. Each comes with a title index and the
Ancestry of the American Estes by Niel Gunson, from 1992.
We have a collection of the 1995 thru 2006 issues on CD! This
collection is in Adobe format. The collection is “searchable” and
can be printed out. This CD collection is $15.00.
A CD collection of the original Estes Trails, those published
from 1981 to Summer 1994 are also available. Most every page will be
“searchable”. This collection is offered for $15.00, which includes
mailing. Please make all your checks payable to Larry Duke.

